The use of taurine analogues to investigate taurine functions and their potential therapeutic applications.
Despite the multitude of evidence for the beneficial effects of taurine supplementation in a variety of disease, the underlying modifying action of taurine with respect to either molecular or biochemical mechanisms is almost totally unknown. We have assessed the development of taurine analogues, particularly where there has been substitution at the suphonate or amine group. Such substitutions allow the investigator to probe the relationship between structure and function of the taurine molecule. In addition such studies should help to ascertain taurine's point of interaction with the effector molecule. These results will prepare the way for the development of the second generation of taurine analogues.